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ABOUT RAOEN

The River Above Asia Oceania Ecclesial Network (RAOEN) 
nurtures dialogue and collaborative engagement among 
the Church, Indigenous and local communities, youth, and 
faith-based partners across Asia and Oceania in caring for 
forests, oceans, and peoples.

Citation
River Above Asia Oceania Ecclesial Network (RAOEN). (2025). 
Firmly Rooted yet Pilgrims: Our Journey to COP30. Quezon 
City, Philippines: ESSC.

Queries may be addressed to:
River above Asia Oceania Ecclesial Network (RAOEN) 
c/o Environmental Science for Social Change
1/F MO Building, ADMU Campus, Loyola Heights, Quezon 
City 1108 Philippines
Email: raoen.network@gmail.com
Web: https://www.raoen.org/

THE COVER

Cover Title: Firmly Rooted yet Pilgrims comes from the 
Final Document (FD) of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly 
of the Synod of Bishops on Synodality,” Part IV, §§ 110–119, 
pp. 39–41 (General Secretariat of the Synod, Vatican, 
October 2024).

Graphics Design: Richard Soriaga

ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT
This briefing kit supports RAOEN youth and faith-based 
delegates in their journey to COP30 in Belém, Brazil. It offers 
practical guidance, cultural insights, and advocacy framing 
rooted in ecological conversion and solidarity. Co-created 
through five online sessions from mid-September to early 
November 2025, the kit reflects shared learning and lived 
experiences—ensuring that Indigenous and local voices 
shape global climate dialogue.
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Photo credit to https://cop30.br/en

The River Above Asia Oceania 
Ecclesial Network (RAOEN) joins 
COP30 in Belém, Brazil, as part 
of a continuing pilgrimage of 
hope—an expression of synodality 
and solidarity with Indigenous 
and local communities facing the 
frontlines of the climate crisis. For 
RAOEN, participation in COP30 
is not merely about presence in 
negotiations; it is a moral and 

spiritual commitment to ensure 
that the lived experiences and 
aspirations of small island, coastal, 
and upland peoples across Asia 
and Oceania inform global climate 
action.

RAOEN’s engagement brings 
together faith, science, and 
community experience to 
advocate for ecological conversion 
and climate justice. Our 
participation highlights:

•	 The need to center human 
dignity and ecological integrity 
in all mitigation, adaptation 
and loss-and-damage 
decisions.

Why RAOEN is 
Participating in 
COP30
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•	 The crucial role of Indigenous 
youth, who embody ancestral 
wisdom and innovation, 
and whose voices bridge 
generations of care for land, 
forest, and sea.

•	 The call to resist false solutions 
that deepen inequality and 
extraction, while advancing 
genuine pathways of resilience 
and just transition.

•	 The commitment to turn 
debt into hope, transforming 
financial systems so that 
resources reach vulnerable 
communities instead of 
servicing debt.

•	 Solidarity with global faith 
movements— Religious Life 
for Climate Justice, Jesuits for 
Climate Justice, and multi-faith 
partners defending forests, 
oceans and peoples.

RAOEN’s participation also 
includes a collaborative side event 
with Boston College and Scottish 
Catholic International Aid Fund 
(SCIAF), titled Integral Ecology 
and Climate Justice: Voices in the 
Struggle for Change, bringing 
Indigenous and local voices 
together with academic and faith 
perspectives to reflect on the 
enduring call of Laudato Si’ for 
ecological transformation.

ORGANIZERS

PARTNERS

EVENT COLLABORATORS

River Above Asia Oceania Ecclesial Network (RAOEN) promotes collaboration 
between the Church, indigenous communities, and other faith-based groups in 
Asia and Oceania to care for forests, oceans, and people. It was launched in 2020 
and focuses on nurturing biome-based synodality and coordinated action on 
environmental and climate justice issues.

Environmental Science for Social Change (ESSC) is a Jesuit research and training 
organization that promotes environmental integrity and social justice by using 
scientific methodologies and social processes. ESSC networks across the Asia Pacific 
region in moving an agenda of science for sustainability, with more than 30 years of 
engagement in local, national, and international research and dialogues.

Apu Palamguwan 
Cultural Education 
Center, Philippines

Diocese of 
Malaybalay, 
Philippines

Caritas Asia 
Foundation

Diocese of 
Mymensingh, 
Bangladesh

Caritas 
Bangladesh

Federation of 
Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences 
(FABC)

Diocese of 
Jamshedpur, 
India

Jesuits for 
Climate 
Justice
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Who we are
COP30 DELEGATES

Belém, Brazil | November 10-21, 2025

LIANG RITCHIL
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Mymensingh, 
Bangladesh

SIMRAN XAXA
Oraon
Jamshedphur, 
India

JIREN PATRAS 
TUTI
Munda
Jamshedphur, 
India

JAMES 
POCHURY
South Asia 
Coordinator
River Above Asia 
Oceania Ecclesial 
Network (RAOEN)

ENERIZA 
MENALING*
Pulangiyēn
Malaybalay, 
Philippines

IMELDA SOIDI*
Dusun
Sabah, 
Malaysia

ROWENA 
SORIAGA*
Director for 
Programs
Environmental 
Science for
Social Change 
(ESSC)

PEDRO 
WALPOLE SJ*
Coordinator
River Above Asia 
Oceania Ecclesial 
Network (RAOEN)
Research Director
Environmental 
Science for Social 
Change (ESSC)

* Onsite
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CARD. FILIPE 
NERI FERRÃO*
President
Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences
(FABC)
Archbishop of Goa & 
Damão, India

SUE MARTIN
Care for Our 
Common Home 
Focal Person
Society of Jesus in 
Australia

CARMELA 
MARIE SANTOS
Southeast Asia 
Coordinator
River Above Asia 
Oceania Ecclesial 
Network (RAOEN)
Philippines

BP. ALLWYN 
D’SILVA*
Chairman
FABC Office 
Of Human 
Development (OHD)
Emeritus Auxiliary 
Bishop of Bombay,
India

CARD. PABLO 
VIRGILIO 
DAVID*
Vice-President
Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences
(FABC)
Bishop of Kalookan, 
Philippines

SYLVIA MICLAT
Executive Director
Environmental 
Science for Social 
Change (ESSC)
Philippines

JEAN D’CUNHA
Environment and 
Climate Advisor
Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences
(FABC)
India

ALOYSIUS 
JAYANT REGO
Climate Change and 
Disaster Resilience 
Consultant 
Mainstreaming 
Practitioners 
Resilience 
Network, India

FR. WILLIAM 
LAROUSSE, MM*
Asst. Secretary 
General
FABC Central 
Secretariat

FRANCES 
NAMOUMOU
Ecumenical 
Animator for 
Ecological 
Stewardship and 
Climate Justice
Pacific Conference of 
Churches (PCC), Fiji
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Our Diverse Contexts
COUNTRY PROFILES

Area 
(sq.km)

Population 
(no.)

States/
Provinces 
(no.)

Cities (no.)

Municipal-
ities 
(no.)

Villages 
(no.)

Religion

8.5 million

203 million

26 districts, 
1 federal dis-
trict, 
27 federating 
units

5,570

5,570

8,568 
Indigenous 
Localities; 
8,441 
Quilombo-
la Localities 
(Afro-
Brazilian 
rural commu-
nities); 12,348 
Favelas (in-
formal urban 
communities); 
180,000+ 
localidades

Catholic 
(56.7%)
Evangelical/
Protestant
(26.9%)
No religion 
(9.3%)

147,570

175.7 million

64 districts

43

~330

87,000

Islam 
(91.0%) • 
Hinduism 
(7.95%) 
Buddhism 
(0.61%) 
Christianity 
(0.30%)
Other 
religions 
(0.12%)

328.7 million 

1.467 billion 

28 states,
8 union terri-
tories

7,933

4,041

665,000

Hinduism 
(79.8%)
Muslim (14.3%)
Christian 
(2.3%)
Sikh (1.7%)
Buddhist 
(0.7%)

330,803

30.9 million

13 states,
3 federal 
territories

Not officially 
defined

>150

>2000

Muslim 
(63.5%)
Buddhism 
(18.7%)
Christianity 
(9.1%)
Hinduism 
(6.1%)
Chinese folk 
religions 
(1.3%)
No religion 
(2.7%)

300,000

112 million

82 provinces

148

1,486

42,027

Christian 
(78.8%),
Islam (6.4%)

Brazil Bangladesh India Malaysia Philippines
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GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES

ROOTS OF RAOEN YOUTH DELEGATES

Sub-village

Village

Blocks/Sub 

Municipali-
ty/District

Province/
State

Population 
(no.)

House-
holds (no.)

Area (ha.)

Sub-
villages 
(no.)

Parte de vila

Vila/Aldeia

Subdistrito

Distrito

Estado/
Provincia

321

 -

-

NA

Gittim

Song

Adok

430

91

117

NA

Upgao

Gao

Prakhand

Jila 

Rajya

2,846

604

539

NA

Kawasan

Kampung

Pekan

Daerah

Negeri

11,066 

1,826

23,486 

NA

Sitio / Purok

Barangay

Munisipyo/
Lungsod

Probinsya

3,500

650

1,263

8

Bendum: 
489 (2017)

Busdi: 2644 
(2020)

Bendum: 80 
(2017) 

Busdi: 483 
(2020)

Bendum 
ancestral 
domain: 
1,838

6 including 
Sitio 
Bendum

Brazil

Tigra, 
Bero, 

Ranchi, 
India

Bangladesh

Juri, 
Hazaribagh, 

India

Governance 
Level

Joloy,
Jalchatra, 

Madhupur, 
Bangladesh

India

Meluri, 
Nagaland,

India

Malaysia

Bundu 
Tuhan, 
Sabah, 

Malaysia

Philippines

Bendum, 
Busdi, 

Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon, 
Philppines
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LAWS, POLICIES AND PLANS RELEVANT 
TO CLIMATE RESILIENCE

UNFCCC 
Nationally 
Determined 
Contribu-
tion
(NDC)

UNFCCC 
National 
Adaptation 
Plan (NAP)

Progress 
Report as of 
2024

Brazil First 
NDC 2023 
adjustment

Brazil 
Second NDC

National 
Adaptation 
Plan of Brazil 
(2016)

Bangladesh 
NDC 3.0 
(29 Sep 
2025)

Bangladesh 
National 
Adaptation 
Plan 2023-
2050 (2023)

India’s 
Updated First 
NDC (2022)

Third National 
Communica-
tion and Initial 
Adaptation 
Communica-
tion (Dec 2023) 

[Not a full 
NAP; official 
plan not yet 
submitted]

Malaysia’s 
Update 
Of Its First 
Nationally 
Determined 
Contribution

Not yet 
submitted

Philippines 
submis-
sion of its 
Nationally 
Determined 
Contribution 
(NDC), 

Philippine 
NDC Briefer

National 
Climate 
Change 
Action Plan 
(2011-2028)

National 
Adaptation 
Plan 2024-
2050 (2024)

Brazil Bangladesh India Malaysia Philippines

Source: In Our Island, Sa Among Isla video documentary for Research and Advocacy for 
Climate Policy and Action (RACPA, 2025)

https://napcentral.org/submitted-naps
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP Progress Publication 2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP Progress Publication 2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP Progress Publication 2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2023-11/Brazil First NDC 2023 adjustment.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2023-11/Brazil First NDC 2023 adjustment.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2023-11/Brazil First NDC 2023 adjustment.pdf
https://unfccc.int/documents/643337
https://unfccc.int/documents/643337
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Brazil_2016_EN.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Brazil_2016_EN.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Brazil_2016_EN.pdf
https://unfccc.int/node/650128
https://unfccc.int/node/650128
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP-Bangladesh-2023.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP-Bangladesh-2023.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP-Bangladesh-2023.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP-Bangladesh-2023.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP-Bangladesh-2023.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-08/India Updated First Nationally Determined Contrib.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-08/India Updated First Nationally Determined Contrib.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-08/India Updated First Nationally Determined Contrib.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Malaysia NDC Updated Submission to UNFCCC July 2021 final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Malaysia NDC Updated Submission to UNFCCC July 2021 final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Malaysia NDC Updated Submission to UNFCCC July 2021 final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Malaysia NDC Updated Submission to UNFCCC July 2021 final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Malaysia NDC Updated Submission to UNFCCC July 2021 final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/Malaysia NDC Updated Submission to UNFCCC July 2021 final.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://cdn.climatepolicyradar.org/navigator/PHL/1900/philippines-first-ndc_92192549e376b0ab4e659de0edf7a044.pdf
https://climate.gov.ph/public/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Knowledge/NDC Briefer 3_1 Optimized-page1_1600062989.pdf
https://climate.gov.ph/public/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Knowledge/NDC Briefer 3_1 Optimized-page1_1600062989.pdf
https://climate.emb.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/NCCAP-1.pdf
https://climate.emb.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/NCCAP-1.pdf
https://climate.emb.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/NCCAP-1.pdf
https://climate.emb.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/NCCAP-1.pdf
https://climate.emb.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/NCCAP-1.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Philippines_2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Philippines_2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Philippines_2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Philippines_2024.pdf
https://youtu.be/QwyAvybNLJs?si=8-KFGsjD6_HHG3cV
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NATIONAL POLICIES AND PLANS

Brazil’s Sec-
ond NDC 
(UNFCCC) 
BRAZIL’S NDC 
-National de-
termination to 
contribute and 
transform

Brazilian Govt. 
Press Release 
Brazil 
presents its 
new climate 
target aligned 
with Mission 
1.5ºC

Brazil submits 
its new NDC — 
in alignment 
with the Paris 
Agreement — 
to the UN

President Lula 
signs Pact 
for Ecological 
Transforma-
tion between 
Three 
Branches of 
Government

BRAZIL’S NDC 
-National 
determination 
to contribute 
and transform

Ecological 
Transforma-
tion Plan

National 
Adaptation 
Programme of 
Action (NAPA) 
| UNFCCC 
2009

National 
Adaptation
Plan of 
Bangladesh 
(2023‐2050)

India’s Updated 
First Nationally 
Determined 
Contribution 
Under Paris 
Agreement

India Updated 
First Nationally 
Determined 
Contribution | 
UNFCCC

Cabinet 
approves India’s 
Updated 
Nationally 
Determined 
Contribution 
to be 
communicated 
to the United 
Nations 
Framework 
Convention on 
Climate Change

With climate 
change-
induced 
hazards 
aggravating, 
preparations 
underway for 
India’s first 
National 
Adaptation 
Plan

India | UNDP 
Climate Change 
Adaptation

Malaysia’s 
Update Of 
Its First 
Nationally 
Determined 
Contribution 
In Accordance 
With Paragraph 
2(B) Of Decision 
1/Cp.1

Strengthening 
capacities to 
increase 
resilience with 
the formulation 
of an inclusive 
National 
Adaptation Plan 
(MyNAP) for 
Malaysia | Green 
Climate Fund

Malaysia Sets 
the Course to 
Enhance 
Resilience with 
the Formulation 
of an Inclusive 
NAP

Roadmap for a 
climate-resilient 
Malaysia | The 
Star

Climate Change 
Act of 2009 
(RA 9729)

National 
Climate Change 
Action Plan 
(NCCAP) 
2011-2028

Philippine 
Development 
Plan (PDP) 
2023-2028 

Philippine 
Energy Plan 
2018-2040

National 
Security Policy 
(NSP) 
2023-2028

Brazil Bangladesh India Malaysia Philippines

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-presents-its-new-climate-target-aligned-with-mission-1.5oc
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-presents-its-new-climate-target-aligned-with-mission-1.5oc
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-presents-its-new-climate-target-aligned-with-mission-1.5oc
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-presents-its-new-climate-target-aligned-with-mission-1.5oc
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-presents-its-new-climate-target-aligned-with-mission-1.5oc
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-presents-its-new-climate-target-aligned-with-mission-1.5oc
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-submits-its-new-ndc-2014-in-alignment-with-the-paris-agreement-2014-to-the-un
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-submits-its-new-ndc-2014-in-alignment-with-the-paris-agreement-2014-to-the-un
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-submits-its-new-ndc-2014-in-alignment-with-the-paris-agreement-2014-to-the-un
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-submits-its-new-ndc-2014-in-alignment-with-the-paris-agreement-2014-to-the-un
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-submits-its-new-ndc-2014-in-alignment-with-the-paris-agreement-2014-to-the-un
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/11/brazil-submits-its-new-ndc-2014-in-alignment-with-the-paris-agreement-2014-to-the-un
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://www.gov.br/planalto/en/latest-news/2024/08/president-lula-signs-pact-for-ecological-transformation-between-three-branches-of-government
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/2024-11/Brazil_Second Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)_November2024.pdf
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao/acoes-e-programas/transformacao-ecologica/english-version/learn-more
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao/acoes-e-programas/transformacao-ecologica/english-version/learn-more
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao/acoes-e-programas/transformacao-ecologica/english-version/learn-more
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/napa/ban02.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/napa/ban02.pdf
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UNFCCC NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS FOR COP30

CHURCH LEADERS

UNFCCC 
National 
Focal Points

Head of 
Delegation

Minister for 
Environ-
ment

Diocese

Bishop

Conference

Mr. Bruno 
Carvalho 
Arruda, 
Head of the 
Climate 
Negotiation 
Division, 
Ministry of 
Foreign 
Affairs
 

Mr. André 
Aranha 
Correa 
do Lago,  
COP30 
President 
Designate

Ms. Marina
Silva, 
Minister of 
Environment 
and Climate 
Change 

Archdiocese 
of Belém do 
Pará

Archbishop 
Júlio Endi 
Akamine, 
SAC

Conferência 
Nacional dos 
Bispos do 
Brasil (CNBB) 
— Regional 
Norte II

Ms. 
Farhina 
Ahmed, 
Secretary, 
Ministry of 
Environ-
ment, Forest 
and Climate 
Change 
(MOEF)

To be 
announced

Mr. Saber 
Hossain 
Chowdhury, 
Minister of 
Environ-
ment, Forest 
and Climate 
Change

Mymensingh 
Diocese

Bishop 
Ponen Paul 
Kubi, CSC, 
DD

Catholic 
Bishops’ 
Conference 
of 
Bangladesh 
(CBCB)

Mr. Tarun 
Kumar 
Pithode, Joint 
Secretary, 
Ministry of 
Environment, 
Forest and 
Climate 
Change 
(MoEFCC)

 
Mr. Shri 
Bhupender 
Yadav, Union 
Minister for 
Environment, 
Forest, and 
Climate 
Change

Mr. 
Bhupender 
Yadav, 
Minister for 
Environment, 
Forest and 
Climate 
Change

Jamshedpur 
Diocese 

Bishop 
Telesphore 
Bilung, SVD

Conference of 
Catholic 
Bishops of 
India (CCBI)

Mr. Ahmad 
Farid 
Mohammed, 
Undersecre-
tary, Ministry 
of Natural 
Resources 
and Environ-
mental Sus-
tainability 
(NRES)
 
Mr. Nik 
Nazmi Nik 
Ahmad, 
Minister of 
Natural 
Resources 
and Environ-
mental Sus-
tainability
 
Mr. Nik 
Nazmi Nik 
Ahmad

Archdiocese 
of Kota 
Kinabalu

Archbishop 
John Wong

Catholic 
Bishops 
Conference 
of Malaysia-
Singapore-
Brunei

Mr. Robert 
Eric Borje, 
Minister, Vice 
Chairperson 
and 
Executive 
Director, 
Climate 
Change 
Commission

Mr. Robert 
Eric Borje

Mr. Raphael 
Lotilla, 
Secretary for 
Department 
of Environ-
ment and 
Natural 
Resources 
(DENR)

Diocese of 
Malaybalay

Bishop Noel 
P. Pedregosa

Catholic 
Bishops 
Conference 
of the Philip-
pines (CBCP)

Brazil

Brazil

Bangladesh

Bangladesh

India

India

Malaysia

Malaysia

Philippines

Philippines

https://unfccc.int/process/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties/national-focal-point
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General Program in Belem
As of 29 Oct 2025

Dates	 Day	 Activities
Nov 8	 Sat	 Depart from home base to Doha
Nov 9	 Sun	 Doha - Sao Paulo – Belém
Nov 10	 Mon	 COP30 Registration
		  Blue Zone: Opening Ceremony
Nov 11	 Tue	 RAOEN co-organized event at Belém Jesuit Social Center at 
		  Capela de Lourdes (16:00) 
		  Tapiri Interreligious and Ecumenical Gathering (Day 1)
		  Marcha da Saúde e Clima
Nov 12	 Wed	 Tapiri (Day 2)
		  Peoples Summit (Day 1) -  Barqueata Cúpula dos Povos
Nov 13	 Thu	 Tapiri (Day 3)
		  Peoples Summit (Day 2)
Nov 14	 Fri	 Tapiri (Day 4)
		  Peoples Summit (Day 3) - Greve pelo Clima
		  RAOEN Blue Zone Side Event (18:30-20:00): 
		  Integral Ecology and Climate Justice: 
		  Voices in the Struggle for Change
Nov 15	 Sat	 Tapiri (Day 5)
		  Peoples Summit (Day 4) - Marcha dos Povos
Nov 16	 Sun	 Tapiri (Day 6)
		  Peoples Summit (Day 5)
Nov 17	 Mon	 Collaboration Meetings
Nov 18	 Tue	 RAOEN co-organized event at Belém Jesuit Social Center at 
		  Capela de Lourdes (16:00)
Nov 19	 Wed	 Collaboration Meetings
Nov 20	 Thu	 RAOEN Delegates depart Belem for Doha via Sao Paulo, 
		  arriving at home bases either on 21/22 Nov

Church on the Way to COP30 | Igreja Católica na COP 30 (November 12-14) 
- Venue: Polo 1 – Belém Center, Santa Catarina de Sena School
- Access: hosted throughout the day 

REPAM - Red Eclesial Panamazónica | Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network 
- https://repam.org.br/cop30/

Peoples’ Summit (November 12–16): https://cupuladospovoscop30.org/en/
- Venue: Federal University of Pará – UFPA main campus 
- Access: A simple registration is required by signing up to the Manifesto on 6 Axes
- General program on Instagram: @cupuladospovoscop30

Ecumenical and Interfaith Tapiri Towards COP 30 (November 11-16)
- Venue: Anglican Cathedral of St. Mary (Av. Serzedelo Corrêa, 446, Nazaré, Belém – PA)
- Access: hosted throughout the day

Global South House - https://theglobalsouthhouse.com/en/first-edition-cop30/ 
- Venue: in front of the Praça da República, inside the iconic Edifício Manoel Pinto da Silva 
	 (9 km from the official COP30 venue)
- Manifesto for a New Financial Architecture for Climate, Nature and People

COP das Baixadas — https://copdasbaixadas.org/

Voices for Just Climate Action - https://voicesforjustclimateaction.org/resources/voices-from-
belem-webinar-21-oct-2025-resources/ 

https://repam.org.br/cop30/
https://cupuladospovoscop30.org/en/
https://cupuladospovoscop30.org/en/manifesto-2/
https://theglobalsouthhouse.com/en/first-edition-cop30/
https://theglobalsouthhouse.com/en/manifesto/
https://copdasbaixadas.org/
https://voicesforjustclimateaction.org/resources/voices-from-belem-webinar-21-oct-2025-resources/
https://voicesforjustclimateaction.org/resources/voices-from-belem-webinar-21-oct-2025-resources/
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RAOEN@COP30 Venues
Belém, State of Pará, Amazonia, Brazil
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RAOEN Delegates 
(Casa Da Criança Santa Ines), 
9-20 Nov 2025
Av. Alm. Barroso, 3224 - Souza, Belém - 
PA, 66613-710, Brazil 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/
Vyq3yAGvSXDxiEAP6

Jesuit Social Center (Capela Nossa 
Senhora de Lourdes), 6-20 Nov 2025
Av. Gov. José Malcher, 1169 - Nazaré, Belém 
- PA, 66055-260, Brazil
https://maps.app.goo.gl/
w5Ap1Lv3gWM51H5W7 

Igreja Católica na COP 30, 
12-14 Nov 2025
(Polo 1 – Belém Center, Santa Catarina de 
Sena School)

Walk of the Martyrs of the Common 
Home, 12 Nov 2025, 18:00 
(from the Santa Catarina de Sena School 
towards the Basilica of Nazareth)

Catholic Mass, 12 Nov 2025
(Basilica-Sanctuary of Our Lady of 
Nazareth of Exile)

Catholic Mass, 16 Nov 2025
(Parroquia de San Jose de Queluz)

Blue Zone (Hangar Convention Center), 
10-21 Nov 2025

Green Zone (Parque da Cidade), 
10-21 Nov 2025

Tapiri Interreligious and Ecumenical 
Gathering 
(Anglican Cathedral of St. Mary), 
11-16 Nov 2025  - 
Av. Serzedelo Corrêa, 446, Nazaré, 
Belém – PA

Peoples’ Summit (Federal University of 
Pará – UFPA main campus), 
12-16 Nov 2025

SUGGESTED MEETING PLACES:
Near Lourdes Chapel: 
• Moage Café 
• Borba Café 
Near Parque da Cidade: 
• Café Plenitude 
Near the Anglican Church: 
• Café Tiquin

Blue and Green Zones

Source: CPAL Welcome Packet, Jesuits for Climate Justice: Faith in Action at COP30

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Eeef+Casa+Da+Crianca+Santa+Ines/@-1.4239721,-48.4522116,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x92a48bd270a9e825:0x497ff49b5d8d9165!8m2!3d-1.4239775!4d-48.4496367!16s%2Fg%2F11gmg5y_5f?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTEwMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Eeef+Casa+Da+Crianca+Santa+Ines/@-1.4239721,-48.4522116,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x92a48bd270a9e825:0x497ff49b5d8d9165!8m2!3d-1.4239775!4d-48.4496367!16s%2Fg%2F11gmg5y_5f?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTEwMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Capela+Nossa+Senhora+de+Lourdes/@-1.4499319,-48.4833403,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x92a48e9dc281ae19:0xb2c2887240262fc4!8m2!3d-1.4499319!4d-48.4833403!16s%2Fg%2F1vf9dfqx?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTEwMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Capela+Nossa+Senhora+de+Lourdes/@-1.4499319,-48.4833403,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x92a48e9dc281ae19:0xb2c2887240262fc4!8m2!3d-1.4499319!4d-48.4833403!16s%2Fg%2F1vf9dfqx?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTEwMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Blue Zone: Hangar Convention Center

Green Zone: Parque da Cidade

Source: CPAL Welcome Packet, Jesuits for Climate Justice: Faith in Action at COP30

Source: https://cop30.br/en/about-cop30/green-zone
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COP30 VIRTUAL PLATFORM
UNFCCC has allotted 10 virtual badges to Environmental Science for Social 
Change (ESSC), the sponsor of RAOEN for official access to COP30. Approved 
Virtual Delegates will receive an email from UNFCCC that provides access to 
the COP 30 Event Platform using the email submitted during the nomination 
stage.

FOUR STEPS TO ACCESS THE COP30 PLATFORM:

1. Access the landing page

To review the latest instructions on the event 
platform site, please visit the web page 
https://unfccc.int/cop30/platform

2. Choose either Web or Mobile connection

Choose your preferred method to connect: 
the web page OR download the mobile app 
from the Play Store or Apple Store.

3. Log In to the Platform

Based on your approved access to the COP30 
platform. Please use the following username 
that you submitted to ESSC during the 
nomination stage.

4. Navigate, Discover, Engage

Once you have logged into the platform, you will be able to browse the 
sections and features available to you. A networking feature is available, so 
we encourage you to update your profile and start to get connected with 
other participants. Be sure to take a look at configuring your preferences of 
agenda items and topics to personalize your calendar and get notifications 
on meetings and documents.

The full calendar of meetings and meeting links will be available closer to the 
start of the conference.

More information about the conference and the COP30 platform is available 
on the UNFCCC website: https://unfccc.int/cop30

https://unfccc.int/cop30/platform
https://unfccc.int/cop30
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UNFCCC Participation: 
Quick Guide for RAOEN Delegates
The UNFCCC secretariat seeks to ensure an inclusive, respectful, healthy and safe setting for all 
participants.  This Guide applies to every person at the event (in-person or virtual), regardless 
of role. 

Accountability: ESSC as the host organisation, and you as an individual, are responsible for 
behaviour. If rules are broken, access may be suspended or future participation refused. 

Harassment / retaliation: Definition of harassment is broad and includes unwelcome sexual-
behaviour, comments, gestures. Retaliation against someone who raises a concern is also 
prohibited.

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR UNFCCC EVENTS

All participants—delegates, observers, staff—must ensure an inclusive, 
respectful, and safe environment.
Treat everyone with dignity, respect, and fairness; harassment, 
including sexual harassment, is prohibited.
Follow event and venue rules, cooperate with UN/venue staff, 
and respect official symbols and flags.
Unauthorized demonstrations or disruptive behaviour are not allowed 
within UNFCCC premises.
Photo, video, or audio recording is allowed only following UNFCCC’s 
media and privacy guidelines.
Violations may result in suspension of access or refusal of future participation.
Retaliation against those reporting harassment or misconduct is strictly prohibited.

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION OF NGO OBSERVERS

Your organisation must be accredited and delegates must wear badges visibly at all times.
Delegates under 16 years old must be accompanied by a chaperone aged 21+.
Comply with UN and venue staff instructions and respect cultural and religious diversity.
Do not obstruct movement or engage in personal attacks.
NGOs may attend open sessions; closed sessions may not be open to observers.
Distribution of materials or posting notices is allowed only in designated areas with 
approval.

USE OF CAMERAS AND RECORDING DEVICES

Still photography or recording is only permitted under UNFCCC’s specific media rules.
Some sessions prohibit recording—always verify before use.
Respect privacy; obtain consent when photographing or filming individuals.
Ask the UNFCCC secretariat or media desk if in doubt.

ADVOCACY ACTIONS AND PUBLICITY MATERIALS

Advocacy actions are allowed only in designated areas and must be 
coordinated with the Observer Relations Team.
No actions are permitted inside plenary or negotiation rooms.
Participants must not conceal identity (no masks) or impersonate officials or negotiators.
Respectful advocacy only—no derisive, offensive, or defamatory acts.
UN Security may stop or revoke actions that cause disturbance or security risk.
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Publicity materials (leaflets, banners, posters) may only be displayed in 
approved areas and must identify the issuing organisation.
Materials must not contain offensive content; distribution outside 
permitted zones is prohibited.
Use of the official UN emblem, UNFCCC logo, or UN flag requires explicit authorisation.
Anonymous materials or those implying UN endorsement are not allowed.

SUMMARY FOR RAOEN YOUTH & FAITH-BASED DELEGATES

Advocate with respect—your message carries more weight when expressed with dignity. 
Value diverse perspectives.
Use authorised spaces and channels for advocacy; maintain decorum and safety.
No buying of cultural artifacts or wildlife products from Brazil.
Remember: your voice represents both your community and the broader network 
of care and solidarity.
Report safeguarding concerns to ESSC Safeguarding Officer.

GENERAL CONDUCT AND RESPECT

1.	 Listen first and prioritize local perspectives in dialogue.
2.	 Recognize traditional peoples as knowledge holders and partners, not as attractions or 

objects of study.
3.	 Approach local people—especially Indigenous, riverine, and Afro-Brazilian communities—

with humility and respect.
4.	 Ask for consent before taking photos or recording people, rituals, or community events.
5.	 Appreciate Pará’s diverse cultures, food, and spirituality such as the Círio de Nazaré 

procession, carimbó dance, and açaí cuisine.
6.	 Respect Brazil’s religious and cultural diversity; Afro-Brazilian and Indigenous rituals are 

protected by law.
7.	 Use inclusive and respectful language when referring to LGBTQ+ persons, Indigenous 

peoples, and racial minorities.

1.	 Photograph or record without permission, especially religious rituals or sacred spaces.
2.	 Treat Amazonian peoples or communities as ‘exotic’ or ‘primitive.’
3.	 Speak or act in ways that suggest superiority or ‘saving’ the Amazon.
4.	 Make jokes or comparisons that belittle Brazilian culture or faiths.

Cultural Do’s and Don’ts for Delegates
Belém COP30
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CULTURE AND DAILY LIFE

1.	 Enjoy local foods such as tacacá, maniçoba, and açaí with fish—eating is a social act.
2.	 Share meals as a sign of friendship.
3.	 Wear light clothing, use sunscreen, and apply mosquito repellent.
4.	 Hydrate regularly in the hot, humid climate.
5.	 Be open and friendly—Brazilians are expressive and welcoming.

1.	 Waste food or reject dishes disrespectfully.
2.	 Assume all dishes are mild—start with small portions.
3.	 Touch someone’s hair or body without consent, even in friendly contexts.

PUBLIC BEHAVIOR AND SAFETY

1.	 Use only official taxis or verified ride apps (Uber, 99).
2.	 Carry copies of your ID; keep valuables out of sight.
3.	 Move in groups after dark and stay in well-lit areas.
4.	 Stay peaceful and follow police instructions calmly at demonstrations.
5.	 Film responsibly—discreetly if near police.

1.	 Use or carry drugs—possession can lead to arrest.
2.	 Argue with or insult police; disrespecting authority is a crime.
3.	 Display expensive items or phones in public.
4.	 Engage in heated political debates in public or online.

IN FAITH AND SOLIDARITY

1.	 Ground your presence in peaceful accompaniment and care for the Common Home.
2.	 Amplify local struggles rather than overshadow them.
3.	 Join ecumenical or interfaith activities in a spirit of dialogue.

1.	 Impose your faith on others or criticize different beliefs.
2.	 Use sacred symbols or Indigenous rituals out of context.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ETHICAL AWARENESS

1.	 Speak of the Amazon as a living home, not just a resource.
2.	 Support local artisans and cooperatives by paying fair prices.
3.	 Use reusable bottles, walk or bike when possible, and minimize waste.

1.	 Buy souvenirs made from endangered species or illegal materials.
2.	 Export cultural or biological materials without authorization.
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Safeguarding 
Assess personal baseline risk. What can you do to minimize these risks?
 
PERSONAL SAFETY

Have on hand photocopies of travel documentation: passport, UNFCCC acknowledgement 
letter, proof of accommodation, return flight tickets, travel insurance, COP30 badge. Leave 
originals in a secure location.
Always be mindful of your surroundings.  Proactive situational awareness at all times.  
Stay alert.  Do not leave your things, especially devices, unattended.

 
SOCIAL SAFETY

Buddy System: Always have company.  Keep to the group, don’t go off on your own.
Have a reliable translator app with offline capabilities.
Be cautious when interacting with strangers.
Be cautious and mindful when discussing sensitive topics.
Contact RAOEN organizers for personal and medical emergencies.
Know your local contacts and how to get in touch with them through multiple means.
Trust your instincts—if something feels off, move to a safer area or 
notify RAOEN organizers.

DEVICE AND ONLINE SAFETY

Minimize sensitive data on devices.
Keep phones and other gadgets away, especially in crowded areas, unless needed.
Don’t take photos and videos without consent. No sharing on social media 
without consent.
Be mindful of general internet safety: do not click on unknown hyperlinks to avoid scams.

IN CASE OF QUESTIONING

Be prepared to answer questions regarding travel purposes and personal background.
Under questioning: remain calm, answer only what is asked, provide only what is 
requested.  Don’t draw unnecessary attention.

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMED CONSENT

This is to ensure that in-person and virtual delegates agree to the publication of material 
about them or featuring their image, photographic still or video, or voice recording, fully 
aware of rights to have dignity and security protected. RAOEN will use photos, video footage 
and testimonies responsibly, taking into account the delegate’s experience, protection 
concerns and possible consequences.

Delegates signing on to the RAOEN@COP30 Registration Form signifies consent to RAOEN’s 
use of testimonies, images or voice recording for use in publications and dissemination online 
by RAOEN and its partners. 

More information:
COP30 Guide To Brazilian Context and Holistic Security 

for COP Participants

Top 10 Risks to Consider at COP 30

https://forms.gle/6xgxrsA9kdSazB7v8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VPI0mG5nOBI-_Tvr8zDAgLlnajMtzXG2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VPI0mG5nOBI-_Tvr8zDAgLlnajMtzXG2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qT-K6qp9o5Q7LmJQxyxM0jJ0-k9oO8h9/view?usp=sharing
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Multilingual Glossary 
for Solidarity and Climate Action

Good day

Thank you

Please

My name is / 
I am …

Yes

No

Sorry

Climate Change

Disaster

Flood

Typhoon

Synodality

Good day

Thank you

Please

My name is / 
I am …

Yes

No

Sorry

Climate Change

Disaster

Flood

Typhoon

Synodality

Bom dia

Obrigado (if you’re 
male)
Obrigada (if you 
are female)

Por favor

Meu nome e/ 
Eu sou..

Sim 

Não

Desculpa/ Me 
desculpe

Mudança 
climática

Desastre

Inundação/ 
Enchente

Tufao

Dau ulla

Dhainmonjra

Enghay Naame
Simran ra ee

Hae

Malla

Chema nana

Barhi

Barando

Dharam khorhaa

Rulo kumhiewa 
saluo /Mokumjie lo

Munashe

Munathetu

Enyo thuoji 
Vikato

Ah

Nyu

Hi Mukule

Anyuo kusu

Ami

Jikusu

Pounsikou

Yoho ih (name)

Oh/Ba

Amu / Okon

Siou

Kosimbanon taan

Koligaganan

Luyud

Modibut

Namgipa sal

Mittela

Ka•sapae

Angni biming/
Anga…

Oe

Ong•ja

Kema kabo

Sal-jani 
dingtanga

Nisia man•ani

chibana

Balminduri

Maayad ha aldaw

Salamat

Palihug

Yan-a si…

Huu

Hadi

Ba ad pasayllua

Pagkahalin hu timpu

Katalagman

Baha

Bagyu

Pegduma-duma

Hedem Singi

Juhar

Aainya Nutum 
Jiren Mena

HaiHai

Ka gi

Gama latar

English

English

Brazil 
(Portuguese)

Oraon

Pochury

Dusun

Garo

Pinulangiyēn

Mundari



RIVER ABOVE ASIA OCEANIA ECCLESIAL NETWORK (RAOEN)

We, indigenous and youth participants from Asia and Oceania, speak with one 
heart and many voices. Our forests, rivers, and oceans—our biomes of life—are 
crying out. The Earth is warming, biodiversity is collapsing, and communities are 
losing their homes and food. Yet from these dangers, we also see the call to act, 
to transform, and to begin anew.

Ecological conversion is our shared path. It is metanoia—a deep change of heart, 
mind, and relationship. It calls us to live simply, walk humbly with creation, and 
act boldly for justice. Guided by both science and spirituality, we commit to care 
for all that is sacred: the forests that breathe, the waters that flow, and the seas 
that connect our islands and continents.

We are Indigenous Peoples—guardians of the lands, the rivers, the forests, and 
generations to come. In our communities, women, elders, and youth together 
sustain life. We learn from our ancestors and share wisdom with future generations. 
This is how our communities remain strong and our biomes remain alive. We 
desire to walk in synodality, listening to one another and moving together as one 
body with many parts.

We stand with the Church’s message for COP30: to resist false solutions, reject the 
commodification of nature, and demand climate justice rooted in human dignity, 
equity, and care for our common home. We defend biodiversity as the web of 
life, and the ocean as the beating heart of our planet—vital for food, culture, and 
climate balance.

We are guardians of the forests, rivers, and seas; we are seeds of renewal. From 
our ancestral lands to the deep oceans, we rise together in faith, solidarity, and 
hope for the healing of our Common Home.

From Ancestral Wisdom to Global Hope:

A Call for Ecological Conversion and 
Intergenerational Solidarity

https://www.raoen.org/ raoen.network@gmail.com 

https://www.raoen.org/ @riverabove3005 Belém Nov 2025
COP30


